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ABSTRACT
The p u rpose  o f  t h i s  e x p e r im en t was to  compare th e  c h i l d -  
r e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o f  m others  o f  s c h iz o p h re n ic s  and a l c o h o l i c s  and 
t h e i r  s o n s '  p e r c e p t io n  o f  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s .  Wahl (1954) t h e o r i z e d  
t h a t  a l c o h o l i c s ’ m o thers  were c o n s i s t e n t l y  c o ld  and r e j e c t i n g ,  
w h i le  s c h i z o p h r e n i c s ’ m others  were o v e rp o s s e s s iv e  and tended  to  
f o s t e r  dependency . The P a r e n t a l  A t t i t u d e  R esearch  In v e n to ry  (PARI) 
d e v is e d  by S c h a e fe r  and B e l l  was used  to  a s s e s s  m a te rn a l  a t t i t u d e s .
A lthough  th e  fa m ily  background o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  was n o t  
c l e a r l y  d e f in e d  in  term s o f  o v e rp o s s e s s iv e n e s s  and m artyrdom , the  
a l c o h o l i c s ’ e a r l y  home env ironm en t was found to  be p u n i t i v e  and 
s t r i c t .  Problem s in v o lv e d  in  d e a l in g  w i th  a t t i t u d e s  and p o s s i b l e  
i m p l i c a t io n s  o f  th e  f in d in g s  o f  r e j e c t i o n  and p u n i t i v e n e s s  on the  
p a r t  o f  th e  a l c o h o l i c s ’ m others  were d i s c u s s e d .
CHILD-REARING ATTITUDES OF PROCESS SCHIZOPHRENICS, 
ALCOHOLICS AND THEIR MOTHERS
2' INTRODUCTION
S tu d ie s  have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  ty p es  o f  f a m i l i a l  e n v i ro n ­
m ents  a r e  conducive  ’ to  th e  developm ent o f  d e v ia n t  b e h a v io r  i n  c h i l d r e n .  
. I t  i s  o f t e n  assumed t h a t  th e  m o th e r - c h i ld  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  o f  e t i o l o g ­
i c a l  consequence f o r  th e  l a t e r  developm ent o f  d e v ia n c e .  The pu rpose  o f  
t h i s  s tu d y  i s  to  compare c h i l d - r e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o f  m o th e rs  o f  s c h i z ­
o p h re n ic s  and a l c o h o l i c s  and t h e i r  sons* p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e s e  a t t i t u d e s .  
.Sauna (1 9 6 1 ) ,  i n  a  rev iew  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on s c h iz o p h r e n ia ,  acknow­
led g ed  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  c o m p e l l in g  e v id en ce  t h a t  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een 
d e v ia n t  p a r e n t a l  a t t i t u d e s  and s c h iz o p h r e n ia  does e x i s t ,  w h i le  F e n ic h e l  
(1945) d e s c r ib e d  a lc o h o l i s m  as  b ased  on, " d i f f i c u l t  fa m ily  c o n s t e l l a ­
t i o n s  (w hich) c r e a t e  s p e c i f i c  o r a l  f r u s t r a t i o n s  i n  c h i ld h o o d .”
In  a d i r e c t  com parison  o f  th e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i e s  o f  schizophrencfc.. 
and a l c o h o l i c s ,  Wahl (1956) s t u d i e d  c ase  h i s t o r y  r e p o r t s  and found an  
e q u a l l y  l a r g e  in c id e n c e  o f  d e v i a n t  p a r e n t a l  a t t i t u d e s  f o r  b o th  g ro u p s .  
There  were no d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  th e  in c id e n c e  o f  r e j e c t i o n  o r  o v e r -  
p r p t e c t i v e n e s s . Wahl a cco u n ted  f o r  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  d iv e r g e n t  symptoms 
on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  c a se  h i s t o r y  m a t e r i a l .  A lthough  
he found no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  in c id e n c e  o f  d e v ia n t  p a r e n t - c h i l d  a t t i ­
tu d e s  i n  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  and a l c o h o l i c s ,  th e  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  m a te rn a l  
a t t i t u d e s  seemed to  v a r y .  The m o th e rs  o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  v a c i l l a t e d  i n  
t h e i r  r e j e c t i n g  a t t i t u d e s  w h i le  m o th e rs  o f  a l c o h o l i c s  d id  n o t .  The 
c h i l d  who l a t e r  became s c h iz o p h r e n ic  would he s u b je c t e d  to  a  warm,
3l o v in g  a t t i t u d e  o r to  a  r e b u k in g  r e j e c t i n g  one f o r  no a p p a r e n t  r e a s o n .
Wahl t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  p a r e n t a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  s in c e  
i t  i s  n o t  l in k e d  to  an o b j e c t i v e  r e a s o n ,  becomes in c o m p re h e n s ib le  to  . 
t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  s c h iz o p h r e n ic  c h i l d .  He s e a rc h e s  f o r  an  e x t e r n a l  c r i t e ­
r i o n  f o r  th e  e l i c i t a t i o n  o f  th e  a t t i t u d e s ,  and , when he f i n d s  none, he 
s e a rc h e s  in w a rd ly .  The i n t e r n a l  s e a rc h  m a g n i f ie s  th e  g u i l t  f e e l i n g s  
a l r e a d y  a c c ru e d  by n o t  p l e a s i n g  h i s  p a r e n t s .  C o n v e rse ly ,  th e  a l c o ­
h o l ic *  s p a r e n t s ,  though e q u a l l y  r e j e c t i n g  and c o ld ,  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s .  The c o n s i s t e n c y  le a d s  th e  c h i l d  to  a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  he 
i s  n o t  t o t a l l y  a t  f a u l t  and th u s ,  a n x ie t y  and h o s t i l i t y  a r e  d i r e c t e d  
o u tw a rd , w h i le  g u i l t  i s  m in im ized .
C r i c h e t t i  (1967) s u p p o r t s  Wahl*s a ssu m p tio n  o f  th e  a m b iv a le n t  
n a tu r e  o f  th e  p a r e n t - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  s c h iz o p h r e n ia .  P ro c e s s  
s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  r e p o r t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  p a r e n t a l  o v e r - p r o t e c t i o n  
and r e j e c t i o n  th a n  a  com parab le  group o f  n o rm a ls .  T h is  a p p e a rs  to  
c o n t r a d i c t  r e p o r t s  o f  dom inant m o thers  i n  s c h iz o p h r e n ia  (Kohn and 
C lau so n , 1956, Mark, 1953) . However, th e  d is c r e p a n c y  i s  r e s o lv e d  
when we c o n s id e r  a  s ta t e m e n t  by B e l ia k  (1 9 6 3 ) :
The c o v e r t l y  r e j e c t i n g  m other*s  d o m in a tio n  was seen  
to  ta k e  th e  form o f  o v e r - p r o t e c t i v e n e s s . '  T h is  s u b t l e  form 
o f  d o m in a tio n  i s  s ee n  to  be more d e s t r u c t i v e  th a n  o v e r t  
r e j e c t i o n  and d o m in a t io n  s in c e  i t  i s  f r a u g h t  w i th  a  more 
m a l ig n a n t  ty p e  o f  am b iva lence  toward th e  c h i l d  and p r e ­
v e n t s  th e  c h i l d  from e x p r e s s in g  even  a  norm al amount 
o f  h o s t i l i t y  and g en u in e  e m o t i o n a l i t y .  (p .  69)
A s tu d y  by C la rk e  (1964) compared c o n fo rm ity  b e h a v io r  i n  p r o ­
c e s s  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  and a l c o h o l i c s .  c S u b je c t s  i n  a  tw o -c h o ic e  s i t u a t i o n  
w ere a sked  to  i n d i c a t e  a  p r e f e r e n c e  a f t e r  h a v in g  le a r n e d  th e  p r e f e r e n c e
4o f  a  c o ld ,  dom in ee rin g  m a te rn a l  f i g u r e .  The s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  m a n i fe s te d  
c o n fo rm ity  b e h a v io r ;  th e  a l c o h o l i c s  d id  n o t .  C la rk e  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  te rm s o f  th e  a l c o h o l i c * s  a b i l i t y  to  e x p re s s  h o s t i l i t y  
b ecause  o f  c o n s i s t e n t  c o ld n e s s  *and r e j e c t i o n  by h i s  m o th e r .  The 
p ro c e s s  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  su p p o sed ly  conformed b ecau se  o f  f e e l i n g s  o f  
w o r th le s s n e s s  and g u i l t  engendered  by in c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h e i r  m o th e r 's
i ■ ■
a t t i t u d e s .
S in ce  th e  c o n s i s t e n t  p a r e n t - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  a l c o h o l i c s  
and th e  a m b iv a le n t  p a r e n t - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  i s  
s p e c u l a t i v e ,  th e  problem  i s  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  d i f ­
f e r e n c e s  be tw een  th e  two g ro u p s ,  i . e *  a l c o h o l i c s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
o p en ly  r e j e c t e d  by t h e i r  m o thers  w h i le  p ro c e s s  s c h iz o p h re n ic s !  m others  
 ^ a r e  a m b iv a le n t  and v a c i l l a t i n g  i n  t h e i r  demands.
A s e a r c h  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a l s  a  p rep o n d eran ce  o f  s t u d i e s  
o f  a lc o h o l i s m  conce rned  w i th  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  phenomena. E t i o l o g i c a l  
s t u d i e s  o f  th e  a l c o h o l i c  a r e  l a r g e l y  c o n f in e d  to  c ase  h i s t o r y  r e v ie w s .  
K n ig h t  (1937) viewed a lc o h o l i s m  as  an  a t te m p t  to  s o lv e  em o tio n a l  con­
f l i c t s  p roduced  by e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  He r e p o r t e d  th e  o v e r -  
i n d u lg e n t  m other to  be t y p i c a l  i n  th e  c a s e s  t h a t  he t r e a t e d .  However, 
h i s  c a s e s  in c lu d e d  o n ly  th o se  who c o u ld  a f f o r d  th e r a p y .  A d d i t i o n a l  
e v id e n c e  r e p o r t e d  by S t r a u s s  (1946) and Myerson (1959) c h a r a c t e r i z e s  
th e  e a r l y  env iro n m en t o f  th e  a l c o h o l i c  a s  l o v e l e s s ,  c o ld  and r e j e c t i n g *  
B u rto n  (1956) r e p o r t e d  m o th e rs  o f  a l c o h o l i c s  to  be r i g i d ,  dom inant and 
r e j e c t i n g .  The l a t t e r  t h r e e  s t u d i e s  ^support W ah l 's  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  th e  
a l c o h o l i c ' s  p a r e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  n o t  a m b iv a le n t .
5The s tu d y  o f  e t i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  i n  s c h iz o p h r e n ia  i s  n o t  
l i m i t e d  t o  c ase  h i s t o r y  m a t e r i a l .  R ep o r ts  from t h e r a p i s t s  and 
u n s t r u c t u r e d  i n te r v ie w s  (L idz  & L id z ,  1949., F le c k ,  1960) have a l s o  
been  u s e d .  The fa m ily  background o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  was s tu d i e d  by 
G erard  & S ie g e l  (1950) by u s e  o f  a  h ig h ly  s t r u c t u r e d  in t e r v i e w ,  and 
th e y  r e p o r t  s i x t y - s i x  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  m others  to  be dom inan t,  o v e r -  
p r o t e c t i v e  and l a c k in g  i n  warmth. This s u p p o r ts  th e  n o t io n  o f  ambiv­
a le n c e  i n  th e  m o th e r - p h i ld  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  s c h iz o p h r e n ia  i n  t h a t  o v e r ­
p r o t e c t i o n ,  a c c o rd in g  to  B e l i a k  (1 9 6 3 ) ,  i s  a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a  s u b t l e  
form o f  dominance w i th  an  u n d e r ly in g  r e j e c t i n g  a t t i t u d e .  T h is  ambiv­
a le n c e  i s  r e v e a le d  by th e  r e p o r t  o f  o v e r p r o t e c t i o n  combined w i th  a 
l a c k  o f  warmth.
The s p e c i f i c  p a t t e r n s  o f  m a te rn a l  a t t i t u d e s  i n  s c h iz o p h re n ia  
seem to  v a ry  c o n s id e r a b ly .  A lth o u g h  F ra z e e  (1953) found p u n i t i v e n e s s  
combined w i th  o v e r p r o t e c t i o n  to  be im p o r ta n t ,  o th e r  s t u d i e s  r e p o r t  
o n ly  p e r f e c t i o n i s m ,  dom inance, or s e x u a l  o v e rc o n c e rn  (Freeman & 
G rayson, 1955, Kohn & C la u se n ,  1956) among th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  m others  
o f  s c h i z o p h r e n i c s .  F a i l u r e  to  c o n s id e r  soc io -eco n o m ic  s t a t u s  may 
a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  d i s c r e p a n t  r e s u l t s  r e p o r t e d  i n  th o s e  s t u d i e s .  In d eed , 
S in g e r  (1954) a d m in is te r e d  th e  TAT and found t h a t  p a r e n t a l  a t t i t u d e s  
b o re  a g r e a t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  so c io -econom ic  s t a t u s  th a n  to  
sym ptom atology.
H a l l  (1 9 6 5 ) ,  H e i lb ru n  (1 9 6 0 ) ,  and H e i lb ru n  & McKinley (1962) 
have u sed  th e  P a r e n t a l  A t t i t u d e  R e s e a rc h  In v e n to ry  (PARI) and found 
m o th e rs  o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  to  be more h o s t i l e  and r e j e c t i n g  th a n  th e
m o th e rs  o f  a  com parable  group o f  n o rm a ls .  However, th e s e  f i n d i n g s  
a r e  tem pered by r e p o r t s  o f  H e i lb ru n  (1961) and Zuckerman, e t  a l .  (1958) 
t h a t  a t t i t u d e s ,  as  m easured  by th e  PARI, m ust in c lu d e  m easures  o f  
e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  o r  th e y  do n o t  m e r i t  any c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
A n o th e r  f a c t o r  t h a t  has  been  n e g le c te d  i s  th e  d e f e n s iv e n e s s  o f  
th e  p a r e n t s .  Garmezy, F a r i n a  & Rodnick (1960) s u g g e s t  t h a t . g u i l t  and 
d e f e n s iv e n e s s  due to  th e  o f f s p r i n g ' s  i l l n e s s  w i l l  p r e v e n t  th e  p a r e n t s  
from answ ering  h o n e s t l y .  They w i l l  s u p p re s s  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  
s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e .  B a x te r ,  Becker & Hooks (1963) a d m in is te r e d  th e  
R orschach  to  p a r e n t s  o f  p ro c e s s  and r e a c t i v e  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  and norm als  
and found th e  g r e a t e s t  d eg ree  o f  d e f e n s iv e n e s s  and d e n i a l  i n  th e  p a r e n t s  
o f  th e  p ro c e s s  s c h i z o p h r e n i c s .
P o r ro  (1965) a d m in i s t e r e d  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n c e rn in g  m a te r n a l  
a t t i t u d e s  tow ard  c h i l d - r e a r i n g  t o  norm al b r o t h e r s  o f  n o rm a ls .  Age and 
e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l s  were c o n t r o l l e d  and th e  m o thers  o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  
were r e p o r t e d  by t h e i r  norm al sons as  e x h i b i t i n g  a  more m a r ty re d  and 
s u b t l y  d o m in a tin g  a t t i t u d e  th a n  m o thers  o f  n o rm a ls .  M ainord (1957) 
s t u d i e d  p a r e n t s  o f  a group o f  a d u l t  male s c h iz o p h re n ic s  and a  com­
p a r a b l e  group o f  p a r e n t s  o f  n o rm a ls .  The groups  were m atched on a g e ,  
e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and so c io -eco n o m ic  l e v e l  and a c h i l d - r e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  n in e  s c a l e s  was a d m in i s t e r e d .  M others  o f  
s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  were more m a r ty re d ,  r e j e c t i n g - o v e r p r o t e c t i v e  and s u b t ly  
d o m in a tin g  th a n  th e  c o n t r o l  g ro u p .  . However, he found no d i f f e r e n c e s  
be tw een  th e  two g roups  a s  to  o v e r t  d o m in a t io n  or p u n i t i v e n e s s .
C o n s id e r in g  th e  s t u d i e s  o f  M ainord (1957) and P o r ro  (1965)-*-
showing m o th e rs  o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  to  be m a r ty re d  and s u b t l y  do m in a tin g  
b u t  n o t  o y e r t l y  dom inant o r  p u n i t i v e — th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  fo r m u la t io n s  o f  
Wahl (1954) and B e l ia k  (1 9 6 3 ) ,  and th e  s tu d y  by C la rk e  (1964) t h a t  
i n d i c a t e s  a l c o h o l i c s '  m o th e rs  to  be o v e r t l y  dom inant and p u n i t i v e ,  i t  
i s  h y p o th e s iz e d :
1 . T ha t p ro c e s s  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  w i l l  a t t r i b u t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
more o v e r p r o t e c t i o n  w i th  an  u n d e r ly in g  r e j e c t i n g
a t t i t u d e ,  c o v e r t  d o m in a t io n  and m artyrdom  to  t h e i r
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' m o th e rs ,  t h a n  w i l l  a  com parable  group o f  a l c o h o l i c s  
a t t r i b u t e  to  t h e i r  m o th e rs ,
2* M others  o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  w i l l  r a t e  th em se lv e s  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t l y  h ig h e r  th a n  m o thers  o f  a l c o h o l i c s  on m easures  
o f  a t t i t u d e s  o f  over p r o t e c t i o n - r e j e c t i o n ,  c o v e r t  
d o m in a t io n  and m artyrdom .
These h y p o th e se s  w i l l  be t e s t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  by th e  f o l lo w in g  PARI 
s c a l e s  (a  l i s t  o f  th e  i tem s making up each  s c a l e  can  be found in  
A ppendix  A ) .
a )  F e a r  o f  harm ing baby (S c a le  6 ) -■•this s c a l e  t a p s  an
a t t i t u d e  o f  o v e rc o n ce rn  f o r  th e  young c h i l d ,  which 
. h a s  been  i n t e r p r e t e d  by B e l ia k  to  r e v e a l  an  u n d e r ­
ly in g  r e j e c t i n g  a t t i t u d e .
b) M artyrdom (S c a le  5) — th is "  m easure  i s  s i m i l a r  to  th e
a t t i t u d e  o f  martyrdom r e p o r t e d  by M ainord (1957) 
and P o r ro  (1 9 6 5 ) .  I t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by th e  
m o th e r ' s  f e e l i n g  o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  f o r  th e  sake  o f
8h e r  c h i l d .
c) F o s t e r i n g  dependency (S c a le  2 ) - “ t h i s  i s  a m easure
o f  c o v e r t  c o n t r o l .  The m other t y p i c a l l y  does n o t  
a l lo w  h e r  c h i l d  to  deve lop  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  and , i n  
t h i s  way, she m a in ta in s  s u b t l e  c o n t r o l  over h i s  
b e h a v i o r .
3 . A lc o h o l ic s  w i l l  r a t e  t h e i r  m others  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h ig h e r
on m easures  o f  o v e r t  do m in a tio n  and p u n i t i v e n e s s  than  
s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  w i l l  r a t e  t h e i r  m o th e rs .
4 . M others  o f  a l c o h o l i c s  w i l l  r a t e  th em se lv es  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
h ig h e r  on s c a l e s  o f  p u n i t iv e n e s s  and o v e r t  d o m in a tio n  
th a n  m o thers  o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  r a t e  th e m s e lv e s .
These h y p o th e se s  w i l l  be t e s t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  by th e  f o l lo w in g  PARI
/
s c a l e s ;
a )  R e je c t io n  o f  homemaking r o l e  (S c a le  1 3 ) - - t h i s  s c a l e
m easures  an a t t i t u d e  o f  d i s t a s t e  f o r  home c h o re s .
I t  i s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  c o ld  home env ironm ent 
t h a t  i s  p o s i t e d  f o r  a l c o h o l i c s .
b) I r r i t a b i l i t y  (S c a le  9 ) - - t h i s  i s  a m easure  o f  a
m o th e r ' s  a b i l i t y  to  t o l e r a t e  annoyances  a t  home. A 
h ig h  sc o re  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  c o ld ,  u n f e e l i n g  home 
en v iro n m e n t .
c )  S t r i c t n e s s  (S c a le  8 ) - - t h i s  s c a l e  a s s e s s e s  th e  deg ree
o f  s t r i c t n e s s  i n  e n fo rc in g  r u l e s  a t  home. A h ig h  
s c o re  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  id e a  o f  an  o v e r t l y
i
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dom inant m other t h a t  C la rk e  and Wahl c o n s id e r  
t y p i c a l  o f  th e  m o the rs  o f  a l c o h o l i c s ,
d) B re ak in g  o f  th e  w i l l  (S c a le  4 ) - ■‘■this m easures  th e
h a rs h n e s s  and p u n i t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  m o th e r .  I t  i s  a  
m easure  o f  th e  o v e r t  c p n t r o l  t h a t  i s  p o s i t e d  as  
t y p i c a l  f o r  m o th e rs  o f  a l c o h o l i c s .
In  acc o rd a n ce  w i t h  p re v io u s  s t u d i e s  o f  d e f e n s iv e n e s s  by B e rg e r  (1966) 
and B a x te r ,  Becker 6c Hooks (1 9 6 3 ) ,  i t  was p r e d i c t e d  t h a t :
5* M others  o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  and a l c o h o l i c s  w i l l  r a t e  them­
s e lv e s  a s  l e s s  d e v ia n t  th a n  t h e i r  sons r a t e  them.
\
\
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METHOD
. S u b j e c t s . The s u b j e c t s  (Sjs) were C au cas ian  p a t i e n t s  a t  E a s te r n  
S t a t e  H o s p i t a l .  They were m atched f o r  a g e ,  l e n g th  o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  
i n  th e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  H o s p i t a l  sy s te m s ,  and s o c i a l  s t a t u s .
H o l l in g s h e a d 1s (1958) s c a l e  o f  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  was used  to  a s s e s s  
o c c u p a t io n a l  and e d u c a t io n a l  l e v e l  and e s t i m a te  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  Only 
p a t i e n t s  whose p a r e n t s  were i n  c l a s s e s  II . ,  I l l  o r  IV were u s e d .  
H o l l in g s h e a d 1s s c a l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  f i v e  c l a s s e s .  C la s s e s  I  and V were 
n o t  used  i n  o rd e r  to  m a in ta in  a  more homogeneous p o p u la t io n .  The 
m id d le  t h r e e  c l a s s e s  a r e  composed o f  s e m i - s k i l l e d  w orke rs  and b lu e  and 
w h i te  c o l l a r  w o rk e rs .  Use o f  th e  in d ex  sh o u ld  e l i m in a t e  th e  confound­
in g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s  i n  th e  a s se s sm e n t  o f  c h i l d - r e a r i n g  
a t t i t u d e s .
One group o f  Ss was made up o f  tw e n ty - th r e e  p a t i e n t s  d iag n o sed  
a s  a l c o h o l i c .  The c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t h i s  group was a  minimum o f  t h r e e  
p re v io u s  a d m is s io n s  to  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a lc o h o l i s m .  The o th e r  group 
c o n s i s t e d  o f  tw e n ty - e ig h t  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  w i th  a  poor p re -m o rb id  a d j u s t ­
ment r a t i n g  a s  a s c e r t a i n e d  by p a r t  one o f  th e  P h i l l i p s  S c a le  (1 9 5 3 ) .
A s c o re  o f  15-30 i n d i c a t e s  th e  poor h e t e r o s e x u a l  and s o c i a l  a d ju s tm e n ts  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p ro c e s s  s c h iz o p h r e n ia .  The Ullmann 6c G iovannoni 
S e l f - r e p o r t  Index  (1964) was used  a s  an  a d d i t i o n a l  ch eck . T h is  s c a l e  
e l i m i n a t e s  th e  need  f o r  v a lu e  judgm ents  by E. I t  i s  s c o re d  i n  th e
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o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  P h i l l i p s  s c a l e  ^(0-12 i n d i c a t e s  p r o c e s s )  and 
was found to  have a c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  —.-75 w i t h  th e  P h i l l i p s  s c a l e  
(Johnson  6c R e i s ,  1967) .  Only th o s e  p a t i e n t s  d e te rm in e d  to  be p ro c e s s  
s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  on b o th  s c a l e s  were u se d .
T e s t s . The P a r e n t a l  A t t i t u d e  R esearch  In v e n to ry  (PARI) was 
u sed  to  a s s e s s  p h i l d - r e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s .  I t  i s  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  com­
posed  o f  tw enty-|:h .ree  s c a l e s  o f  f i v e  i tem s e ac h ,  d e v is e d  by S c h a e fe r  
A B e l l  ( 1 9 5 8 ) . The i tem s  i n d i c a t e  o p in io n s  a b o u t  c h i l d  r e a r i n g  
a t t i t u d e s  and a r e  s c o re d  on a  fo u r  p o i n t  s c a l e  r a n g in g  from s t r o n g l y  
a g re e  to  s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e .  F a c to r  a n a ly s e s  by S heperd  & G u th r ie  
(1 9 5 9 ) ,  Zuckerman 6c O lte a n  (1 9 5 9 ) ,  and Zuckerman, O l te a n  6c M onashkin 
(1958) have v a l i d a t e d  th e  f i n d i n g  o f  t h r e e  m ajor c l u s t e r s :  a u t h o r i ­
t a r i a n  c o n t r o l ,  h o s t i l i t y - r e j e c t i o n  and d e m o cra t ic  a t t i t u d e s .  A lthough  
th e  e n t i r e  PARI was a d m in i s t e r e d ,  o n ly  seven  o f  i t s  s c a l e s  were  s c o red  
f o r  t h i s  s tu d y .
The Marlowe-Crowne (1964) S o c ia l  D e s i r a b i l i t y  S c a le  (S-D) was 
in c lu d e d  a s  a m easure  o f  d e f e n s iv e n e s s .  The s c a l e  i s  composed o f  
t h i r t y - t h r e e  t r u e - f a l s e  i tem s  and h a s  been  shown to  m easure  d e fe n ­
s iv e n e s s  (B e rg e r ,  1966).
P r o c e d u re . The E rev iew ed  h o s p i t a l  r e c o rd s  to  s e l e c t  Ss t h a t  
would m eet h i s  c r i t e r i a .  Those p a t i e n t s  w i th  a d ia g n o s i s  o f  s c h i z o ­
p h r e n ia  w ere in te rv ie w e d  by E, and t h e i r  p a r e n t s 1 s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  was 
d e te rm in e d  by H o l l in g sh e a d * s  s c a l e .  I f  th e  p a t i e n t * s  m other was a l i v e  
and found to  b e lo n g  to  c l a s s  I I ,  I I I ,  o r  IV, th e  P h i l l i p s  s c a l e  and 
th e  Ullmann 6c G iovannoni s c a l e  were a d m in i s t e r e d .  P a t i e n t s  w i th  a
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d ia g n o s i s  o f  a l c o h o l  a d d i c t i o n  were a l s o  in te rv ie w e d  and t h e i r  p a re n ts*  
s o c i a l  s t a t u s  was d e te r m in e d .  I f  th e  p a t i e n t s  m et th e  p r e s c r i b e d  
c r i t e r i a V , th e y  were t o l d  t h a t  E w ould r e t u r n  to  t a l k  and  a d m in i s t e r
i
a d d i t i o n a l  t e s t s .
E r e t u r n e d  a t  a  l a t e r  d a te  w i th  th e  PARI and .S-D s c a l e .  The 
PARI was a d m in is te r e d  f i r s t  and a  r e s t  p e r io d  o f  f i v e  to  ten. m in u te s  
p reced ed  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  S-D s c a l e .  The i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  
th e  PARI and S-D s c a l e  can  be found i n  Appendix  B. I
C opies o f  th e  PA^-I and S-D s c a l e  were m a ile d  to  th e  m o th e rs  o f  
th e  p a t i e n t s .  A l e t t e r  from  th e  D i r e c t o r  o f  R esearch  o f  th e  h o s p i t a l  
and a n  e n v e lo p e  to  f a c i l i t a t e  r e t u r n s  were a l s o  e n c lo s e d  wi,th th e  
t e s t s .  The r e t u r n  r a t e  f o r  a l c o h o l i c s  was o n ly  tw e n ty - f iv e  p e r  c e n t  
and t h a t  o f  th e  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  was s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r ,  a t  t h i r t y - f i v e  p e r  
c e n t .  The poor r a t e  o f  r e t u r n  made i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  m a i l  d u p l i c a t e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  and t e s t  a d d i t i o n a l  Ss to  o b ta in ,  a  l a r g e r  sam ple. 
E n c lo sed  w i th  th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  was a second  l e t t e r  ( s e e  A ppendix  C 
f o r  b o th  l e t t e r s )  and a stamped r e t u r n  envelope*
\
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RESULTS
l *
I n  o rd e r  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th e  m a tch in g  te c h n iq u e  was 
e f f e c t i v e  i n  e q u a l in g  th e  a l c o h o l i c s  and s c h iz o p h r e n ic s  f o r  a g e ,  edu­
c a t i o n  and leng th , o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  ■ J: t e s t s  were p e rfo rm ed . The 
means and s ta n d a rd  d e v i a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n te d  i n  T ab le  1 . The mean age
f o r  a l c o h o l i c s  was 3 6 .5  y e a r s  and 3 7 .3  f o r  th e  s c h i z o p h r e n ic s .  Length
o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  f o r  th e  a l c o h o l i c s  a v e rag e d  3 .4  y e a r s } w h i le  t h a t  o f  
th e  s c h i z o p h r e n i c s ’ av e rag e d  3 .7  y e a r s .  The a v e ra g e  number o f  g ra d e s  
com ple ted  by th e  p a t i e n t s  was 8 .4  f o r  th e  a l c o h o l i c s  and 8 .0  f o r  th e  
s c h iz o p h r e n ic s * .  The r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t /  
d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  two groups r e g a r d in g  a g e ,  e d u c a t io n  and le n g th
o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  The m a tch in g  te c h n iq u e  was s u c c e s s f u l  and any
d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een groups  i n  c h i l d - r e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o r on th e  S-D 
sca le :  c an n o t  be a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e s e  t h r e e  f a c t o r s .
A d is c r e p a n c y  betw een th e  s c o re s  o f  th e  sons o f  m o th e rs  who 
r e t u r n e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  and sons whose m o th e rs  d id  n o t ,  would make 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  d a t a  a  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  To f a c i l i t a t e  i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n ,  Jt t e s t s  were p e rfo rm ed  to  see  i f  a l c o h o l i c s  whose m o th e rs  
d id  h o t  r e t u r n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  d i f f e r e d  from th o se  m o th e rs  who d id  r e p l y .  
.S im ila r  a n a ly s e s  w ere  pe rfo rm ed  f o r  s c h i z o p h r e n i c s .  T ab le  2 g iv e s  the  
means and s ta n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n s  f o r  th e  g ro u p s .  There  were no s i g n i f ­
ic a n t :  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een  th e  g roups  on th e  r e l e v a n t  PARI s c a l e s ,
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TABLE I
MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR AGE, CHRONICITY 
AND EDUCATION OF ALCOHOLICS AND SCHIZOPHRENICS
, A lc o h o l i c s S c h iz o p h re n ic s
. Mean S #D. Mean S.D.
Age 36 .5 4 .7 3 7 .3 5 .1
C h r o n ic i ty  
( i n  y e a r s ) 3 .4 2 .4 3 .7 2 .1
E d u c a t io n  
( i n  g ra d e s ) 8 .5 3 .0 8 .0 2 .7
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TABLE 2
COMPARISON OF SONS WHOSE MOTHERS RETURNED QUESTIONNAIRES 
WITH SONS WHOSE MOTHERS DID NOT REPLY
- Sons o f  M others  Who R etu rn ed  Q u e s t io n n a i r e s
PARI S c a le A lc o h o l ic s S c h iz o p h re n ic s
Mean S .D . Mean S .D .
2 11.1 2 .5 4 11.5 2 .7 8
4 14.1 2 .2 4 12 .8 2 .55
.5 9.7- 2 .3 0 11 .4 2 .66
6 13.3 2 .62 13 .6 1 2 .56
8 15 .3 1 .71 13.0 1 .88
9 13 .3 2 .5 8 1 3 .4 2 .05
13 14 .0 2 .0 8 14 .3 1 .92
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TABLE 2— Continued
Sons o f  M others  Who Did Not R e tu rn  Q u e s t io n n a i r e s
PARI S c a le  A lc o h o l ic s S c h iz o p h re n ic s
Mean S.D. Mean S.D.
2 10.9 2 .5 8 11.3 2.52
4 13.0 2 .5 8 13 .4 1 .90
5 9 . 7 . 2 .59 11 .4 2.87
6 12.9 2 .41 13.9 2 .92
8 15 .0  ' 1 .05 13.4 1.84
9 13.3 2 .36 13.3 2 .22
13 12.3 2 .92 11.9 2 .06
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i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  so n s  whose m o th e r s  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  
a r e  e q u i v a l e n t ,  on t h i s  m e a s u r e ,  t o  t h e  so n s  o f  m o th e rs  who d i d  r e t u r n  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  A l l  s u b s e q u e n t  r e p o r t i n g  o f  s o n 1s d a t a  c o n c e r n s  o n ly  
t h o s e  so n s  w hose m o th e r s  r e t u r n e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .
F e a r  o f  h a rm in g  baby  ( S c a l e  6 ) ,  M arty rdom  ( S c a l e  5 )  and  
F o s t e r i n g  d e p en d en cy  ( S c a l e  2) w ere  s e l e c t e d  a s  m e a s u re s  o f  s u b t l e  
d o m in a t io n  and  c o v e r t  c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  by  m o t h e r s .  T a b le s  3 and 4 
p r e s e n t  th e  means and s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s 1 and t h e i r  
m o th e rs*  s c o r e s  on t h e s e  s c a l e s .  A s e r i e s  o f  jt t e s t s  was p e r fo rm e d  
and  i t  was fo u n d  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  s c h i z o p h r e n i c s  d id  n o t  d i f f e r  from  
a l c o h o l i c s  i n  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m o th e rs*  a t t i t u d e s  on f e a r  o f  
h a rm in g  baby  and  f o s t e r i n g  d e p e n d e n c y ,  t h e y  d i d  a t t r i b u t e  a  g r e a t e r  
d e g r e e  o f  m a rty rd o m  t o  t h e i r  m o th e r s  t h a n  a l c o h o l i c s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
t h e i r  m o th e r s  ( t = 2 . 3 9 ,  p < . 0 5 ) .
M o th e rs  o f  s c h i z o p h r e n i c s  a t t r i b u t e d  a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e  o f  f o s ­
t e r i n g  d e p en d en cy  to  th e m s e lv e s  t h a n  d i d  m o th e r s  o f  a l c o h o l i c s  
( t = l  .9 4 ,  p < . 0 5 ) .  The s c a l e s  m e a s u r in g  f e a r  o f  h a rm in g  baby  and  
m arty rd o m  w ere  n o t  a b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e tw e e n  th e  two g ro u p s  o f  
m o t h e r s .
S c h i z o p h r e n i c s  p e r c e i v e d  t h e i r  m o th e rs*  a t t i t u d e s  a s  s i g n i f ­
i c a n t l y  more f e a r f u l  o f  h a rm in g  th e  b ab y  ( t = 6 . 7 0 ,  p < . 0 1 )  and  f o s ­
t e r i n g  d ep en d e n c y  ( t —1 .6 8 ,  p <  .0 5 )  t h a n  m o th e rs  p e r c e i v e d  th e m s e lv e s .  
T h e re  w ere  no d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  m o th e rs*  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  them ­
s e l v e s  and  th e  sons* p e r c e p t i o n  o f  m a r ty rd o m .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l c o h o l i c s  p e r c e i v e d  t h e i r  m o th e rs*  a t t i t u d e s  a s
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TABLE 3
MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR THE SCALES MEASURING COVERT CONTROL
A l c o h o l i c s S c h i z o p h r e n i c s
PARI S c a le  ' . Mean S .D . . Mean S .D .
F e a r  o f  
Harm ing Baby 
( S c a l e  6)
1 3 .3 2 .6 1 3 .6 2 .6
M arty rdom  
( S c a l e  5)
9 .7 2 .3  1 1 1 .4 2 .7
F o s t e r i n g  
D ependency  
( S c a l e  2)
1 1 .1 2 .5 1 1 .5 2 .8
TABLE, 4
MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR THE SCALES MEASURING COVERT CONTROL
A l c o h o l i c s 1 M others S c h iz o p h re n ic s 1 M others
PARI S c a le Mean S ,D . Mean S.D.
F e a r  o f  
Harming Baby 
(S c a le  6) 11 .3 2 .5 10.6 2 .4
Martyrdom 
(S c a le  5) 11 .2 3 .3 11.9 2 .7
F o s t e r i n g  
Dependency 
(S c a le  2) 11 .2 2 .4 9 .8 2 .7
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significantly less martyred (t=1.79, p <.Q5) and fearful of harming 
the baby (t=2.53, p<.01) than their mothers perceived themselves, but 
there were no differences on the scale measuring Fostering Dependency.
Since a large number of t  tests was• used, it was deemed nec­
essary to use the Newman-Keuls method of adjusting significance levels 
for multiple J: tests. Table 5 presents the tests on the differences 
between all pairs of means for Fear of harming baby (Scale 6), 
Martyrdom (Scale 5) and Fostering dependency (Scale 2). When the 
relevant comparisons are made, it is found that there are no signifi­
cant differences between the groups on martyrdom and fostering depend­
ency. However, schizophrenics did attribute a greater degree of fear
< ' . 
of harming baby to their mothers than mothers attributed to them­
selves (p <.01) and alcoholics also attributed a greater attitude of 
fear of harming baby to their mothers than the mothers perceived them­
selves as having (p<.01). There were no differences between alcoho­
lics and schizophrenics or mothers of the two groups on this scale.
° Alcoholics were to be differentiated from process schizo­
phrenics in that their mothers were to possess attitudes of outright 
punitiveness, rejection and strictness. This overt control of the 
child was measured on four PARI scales: Rejection of homemaking role
(Scale 13), Strictness (Scale.8), Irritability (Scale 9), and Breaking 
of the will (Scale 4). The means and standard deviations for these 
four scales are presented in Tables 6 and 7.
Alcoholics perceived their mothers as significantly more 
unhappy with their homemaking role (t=2.30, p<,05), strict
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TABLE 5
NEWMAN- KEURS TEST FOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ALL PAIRS OF 
MEANS ON SCALES MEASURING COVERT CONTROL
A. Fostering Dependency
Schizophrenics
Mothers of 
Alcoholics Alcoholics
Mothers of 
Schizophrenics
Means 11.5 11.3 11.1 9-8
11.5 - .  . ,3 .4 1.7
11.3 • • * • .1 1.4
11.1 • • • • • • . 1.3
9.8 • • • • • •' 9 •
B . Martyrdom
Mothers of 
Schizophrenics Schizophrenics
Mothers of 
Alcoholics Alcoholics
Means 11. 9 11.4 11.2 9.7
11.9 •  • .5 .7 2.2 4
11.4 • • • o . .2 1.7
11.2 . . • . • • 9 1.5
9.7 • 0 • • 9 9 • «
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TABLE 5 - - C ontinued
C . Fear of Harming Baby
Schizophrenics Alcoholics
Mothers of 
Alcoholics
Mothers of 
Schizophrenics
Means 13.6 13.3 11.3 10.6
13.6 • • .3 2.3 3.0 b
13.3 • • • » • 2.0
b
2.7
11.3 *. • • •. • • 1.7
10.6 • • • • • • . •
------ “"a y - - .
■fp.< .05b v ' m
0
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TABLE 6
MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS FOR THE SCALES MEASURING OVERT CONTROL
Alcoholics Schizophrenics
PARI Scale Mean S.D. Mean S.D.
Breaking the 
Will
(Scale 4)
14.1 r 2.25 12.8 2.56
Strictness 
(Scale 8)
15.3 1.71 13.0 1.88
Irritability 
(Scale 9)
13.3 2.59 13.3 2.36
Rejection of 
Homemaking Role 
(Scale 13)
14.0 2.08 12.3 2.94
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TABLE 7
' means and STANDARD DEVIATIONS f o r  the scales measuring, overt control
Mothers of 
Alcoholics
Mothers of 
Schizophrenics
PARI. Scale Mean S .D. Mean S.D.
Breaking the 
Will
(Scale 4)
14.5 1.31 12.1 3.32
Strictness 
(Scale 8)
14.0 2.79 12.7 .31
Irritability 
(Scale 9)
14.0 2.76 13.3 2.58
/
Rejection of 
Homemaking Role 
(Scale 13)
13.9 2.73 11.9 2.90
(t=2.64, p <.01) and punitive (t=1.76, p <.05)— as measured by breaking 
of the will--than schizophrenics perceived their mothers. There were 
no differences between the sons in their perception of their mothers’ 
attitudes of irritability.
Similar results were obtained in the mothers’ responses. 
Alcoholics’ mothers perceived themselves as possessing a greater 
degree of breaking of the will (t=3.19, p<.01) and strictness 
(t=2.45, p <.01) than schizophrenics’ mothers attributed to themselves. 
In addition, schizophrenics’ mothers reported themselves to be signifi­
cantly less dissatisfied with their roles in the home than mothers of 
alcoholics (t=2.18, p<.01).
The Newman-Keuls method for adjusting significance levels for 
multiple jt tests was used and the tests on differences between all 
pairs of means are summarized in Table 8. Alcoholics perceived their 
mothers' attitudes as more strict (p<.01) and more dissatisfied with 
the homemaking role (p <.05) than schizophrenics perceived their 
mothers. There was no difference between the two groups on breaking 
of the will. Mothers of alcoholics perceived themselves as more strict 
(p<.05) and punitive (p<.01) than mothers of schizophrenics perceived 
themselves, but there was no difference on rejection of the homemaking 
role. It was also found that alcoholics perceived their mothers as 
more punitive than the mothers perceived themselves (p<.05).
The S“D. scale was used as a measure of defensiveness and 
comparisons were made between mothers of alcoholics and schizophrenics 
by dividing the groups of mothers into thirds for each of the seven
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TABLE 8
NEWMAN-* KEULS TEST FOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN. ALL PAIRS OF' 
MEANS ON SCALES MEASURING. COVERT CONTROL
A. Breaking the Will
- Mothers of 
Alcoholics Alcoholics Schizophrenics
Mothers of 
Schizophrenics
Means 14.5 14.1 12.8 12.1
14.5 .  . •4 I.7 2.41'
14.1 •  • 1.3 2.0bl
12.8 • '  • •  • •  • .7
12.1 • • •  • • •
B . Strictness
A lc o h o l ic s
M others  o f  
A lc o h o l i c s S c h iz o p h re n ic s
M others  o f  
S c h iz o p h re n ic s
Means 15.3 14 .0 13 .0 12.7
15 .3 .■ . 1 .3 2 . 3 a 2 . 6;a
14 .0 • • • * 1 .0 1 . 3 b
13 .0 •  • •  • ' • • .3
12 .7 • '. •' •  9 .. . ♦ •
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TABLE 8~-Continued 
C . Reiection of Homemaking Role
Mothers of Mothers of
Alcoholics Alcoholics Schizophrenics Schzophrenics
Means 14.0 13.9 12.3 11.9
14.0 .1 1.7 2.1b
13.9 •  • . 1.6- 2.0-
12.3 • • • • .4
11.9 •  » •  • • • • •
a p < . 0 .1 
bp < .05
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PARI scales used in the study. The top end bottom thirds were then 
assigned their respective scores on the S~D. scale. The means and 
standard deviations are presented in Table 9. No significant dif­
ferences were found.
1
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TABLE. 9
MEANS. AND S.D.'s OF MOTHERS OF ALCOHOLICS. AND SCHIZOPHRENICS
ON MARLOWE-CROWNS. SCALE
Alcoholics1 Mothers Schizophrenics1 Mothers
High Low High Low
PARI
Scale Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D.
2 16.9 2.62 17.6 3.97 13..7 3.46 16.2 3.67
6 17,5 3.30 16.8 3.00 17.0 3.91 17.1 2.85
8 15.1 2.37 18.1 3.13 . 16.1 2.26 16.2 3.42
13 16.3 . 1.75 18.3 4.30 17.1 3.33 17.6 ' 3.05 '
4 16.2 3.15 17.8 3.30 15.6 2.74 16.4 3.67
9 ’ 16.9 4.05 15.9 2.64 18.2 2.91 16.1 3.66
5 16.4 3.17 17.0 2.56 16.1 4.18 16.9 2.21
DISCUSSION
The evidence does not substantiate the hypothesis that mothers 
of schizophrenics are overly concerned with harming the baby or that 
they express attitudes of fostering dependency, however, schizo­
phrenics did perceive their mothers1 attitudes as more martyred than 
alcoholics perceived their mothers. With the use of the more strin­
gent probability levels, no differences were found between alcoholics1 
and schizophrenics perception of their mothers attitudes on the above 
scales.
There were differences^between the mothers* perception of 
their own attitudes. As predicted, mothers of schizophrenics did 
attribute a greater degree of fostering dependency to themselves than 
mothers of alcoholics did. However, the scales measuring martyrdom 
and fear of harming the baby did not differentiate between the two 
groups of mothers. Again, the use of adjusted probability levels did 
not reveal any significant differences between mothers of alcoholics 
and schizophrenics.
It should be noted that, although the study failed to find sig­
nificant differences in measures of overpossessiveness and fostering 
dependency, many of the differences were in the expected direction. 
Schizophrenics1 mothers were perceived as more martyred and over- 
protective than were alcoholics* mothers. This serves as an indica­
tion that further examination of these variables is needed. However,
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the context may need to be broadened.
The study of attitudes necessitates their alignment along a 
specific dimension. Because of the complexity of attitudes, the pos­
sibility exists that a chosen dimension may not be sufficiently inclu­
sive, or is tangential to the attitude one is attempting to assess.
It is possible that the attitudes measured in this study are only a 
small part of a larger constellation of attitudes of mothers of 
schizophrenics. Myers and Goldfarb (1961) found inconsistency and 
confusion in home , life to be a precursor of the development of schizo­
phrenia. If this is the case, fostering dependency and fear of harm­
ing the baby may be only one segment of the home life of schizophrenics. 
It then becomes important to explore additional manifestations of incon­
sistency and confusion in the parent-child relationship in schizo­
phrenia. Abbe (1958) studied the mothers of disturbed children and 
found that they were inconsistent in the discipline of their children. 
This, too may be part of the confusion found by Myers and Goldfarb.
In addition, the expansion of the context of home life should 
include assessment of paternal attitudes toward child-rearing. Early 
studies of schizophrenia, perhaps influenced by psychoanalytic theory, 
did not include assessment of the fathers' attitudes or behavior. The 
child's development is influenced by both parents and it is most pro­
bable that the fathers' attitudes influence and shape the child. Per­
haps within a familial framework a more definitive statement of the 
antecedent factors in the development of schizophrenia may be made.
Defensiveness did not appear to be a factor in the mothers' 
reporting of their attitudes. There were no significant differences on
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the S-D scale. The elimination of the middle 33 per cent of the scores 
on the PARI scales did not produce any significant differences between 
respective S-D scores.
It was hypothesized that alcoholics* mothers would be per­
ceived as manifesting attitudes of consistent punitiveness, dominance 
and harshness. Scores on three of the four scales used to assess 
this supported the prediction. Alcoholics perceived their mothers 
attitudes as more strict, punitive and unhappy in the homemaking 
role than schizophrenics perceived their mothers. This supports the 
hypothesis of harsh control for the mothers of alcoholics and differ­
entiates schizophrenic sons* perception of their mothers from alco­
holics* perception of theirs. Use of stringent adjusted probability 
levels for multiple tests showed that alcoholics reported their 
mothers' attitudes toward breaking the will and rejection of the home- 
making role as significantly more deviant than schizophrenics reported 
their mothers.
Although the early home environment of alcoholics is clearly 
defined in this study, there is a need to explain why the patterns 
of maternal coldness, harshness and punitiveness lead to the develop­
ment of alcoholism. Knight (1937) viewed the early life experiences 
of the alcoholic as leaving the individual uncertain that he can suc­
cessfully cope with life's problems through his own initiative; his 
childhood experiences have not permitted the kinds of achievement 
and satisfaction which lead to the development of self-esteem. It is 
possible that alcohol acts as a pacifier for disappointment, an agent 
for diminishing perception of reality and as a potent means of carrying
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o u t  h o s t i l e  im p u lses  tow ard p a r e n t s  and f r i e n d s .  In d e e d ,  C la rk e  (1964) 
found a l c o h o l i c s  to  be more h o s t i l e  th a n  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s .  I f  a lc o h o l  
i s  u sed  in  t h i s  m anner, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  a n te c e d e n t  c o n d i t io n s  
which do n o t  a l lo w  f o r  th e  developm ent o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  a r e  th e  con­
s i s t e n t  r e j e c t i o n  and h a r s h n e s s  found , by t h i s  s tu d y ,  to  c h a r a c t e r i z e  
th e  e a r l y  home l i f e  o f  th e  a l c o h o l i c .
The next step to be taken is an attempt to link coldness and 
harshness to self-esteem and lack of initiative. If it can be shown 
that a connection does exist between rejection and punitiveness and 
low self-esteem, a viable explanation of the etiology of alcoholism 
may be formulated. However, from the isolation of the factors of 
strictness, punitiveness and the rejection of the homemaking role 
by the mothers of alcoholics, it can not be concluded that a child 
raised in this type of environment will become an alcoholic. All 
that can be said is that these characteristics of early home life 
may predispose an individual to the development of alcoholism. They 
are necessary conditions, but may only become important in interaction 
with physiological and sociocultural conditions.
APPENDIX A
PARI SCALES USED IN THE ASSESSMENT OF
MATERNAL CHILD-REARING ATTITUDES 
SCALE 2 - FOSTERING DEPENDENCY
1. A good mother should shelter her child from life's little
difficulties.
2. A mother should do her best to avoid any disappointment for her
chi Id
3. A child should be protected from jobs which might be too tiring or
hard for him.
4. Parents should know better than to allow their children to be
exposed to difficult situations.
5. Children should be kept away from all hard jobs which might be
discouraging.
r
SCALE 4 - BREAKING OF THE WILL
1» Some children are just so bad they must be taught to fear adults 
for their own good.
2. It is frequently necessary to drive the mischief out of a child
before he will behave.
3. A wise parent will teach a child early just who is boss.
4. Children need some of the natural meanness taken out of them.
5. It is sometimes necessary for the parents to break the child's will.
x
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SCALE 5 ~ MARTYRDOM
1. Children should realize how much parents have to give up for them.
2. A mother must expect to give up her own happiness for that of her
child.
3. Few women get the gratitude they deserve for all they have done for
their children.
4 . . Children should be more considerate of their mothers since their 
mothers suffer so much for them.
5.. Mothers sacrifice almost all their own fun for their children.
SCALE J3 -  FEAR OF HARMING BABY
1. You must always keep tight hold of baby during his bath for in a
careless moment he might slip.
2. All young mothers are afraid of their own awkwardness in handling
and holding the baby.
3. Mothers never stop blaming themselves if their babies are injured
in accidents.
4 . Mothers are fearful that they may hurt their babies in handling
them.
5.. A mother’s greatest fear is that in a forgetful moment she might
let something bad happen to the baby.
SCALE 8 -  STRICTNESS
1. A child will be grateful later on for strict training.
2. Strict discipline develops a fine strong character.
3. Children who are held to firm rules grow up to be the best adults.
4 . Most children should have more discipline than they get.
5 . Children are actually happier under strict training.
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SCALE 9. - IRRITABILITY
1. Children will get on any woman*s nerves if she has to be with them
all day.
2. Mothers very often feel that they can*t stand their children a
moment longer.
3. It.-* s a rare mother who can be sweet and even-tempered with her
children all day.
4. Raising children is a nerve-racking job.
5.. It's natural for a mother to "blow her top" when children are 
selfish and demanding.
SCALE 13 - REJECTION OF HOMEMAKING ROLE
1. One of the worst things about taking care of a home is a mother
feels that she can't get out.
2. Having to be with the children all the time gives a woman the
feeling.: her wings have been clipped.
3. Most young mothers are bothered more by the feeling of being shut
up in the home than by anything else.
4. One of the bad things about raising children is that you aren't
free,enough of the time,to do just as you like.
5. A young mother feels "held down" because there are lots of things
she wants to do while she is young.
APPENDIX B
TEST INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PARI AND'MARLOWE-CROWNE. SCALE
* .
I. PARI
This is a questionnaire about child-rearing practices. 
You are not to give your own opinions -on the following 
questionnaire. You are to answer as you think your mother 
would. Read each statement and rate it as follows:
(A) strongly agree, (a) mildly agree, (b) mildly disagree
(B) strongly disagree. Indicate your mother's opinion by 
drawing a circle around the appropriate letter. There 
are no right or wrong answers, so answer according to the 
way you think your mother would. It is very important 
that all statements be answered, so do not leave any 
unanswered. .
II. Marlowe-Crowne Social Desirability Scale
/
You are to give your own opinions on this questionnaire. 
If you agree with the statement, circle (T) for true. If 
you disagree, circle (F) for false. Remember, these are to 
be your own feelings, not your mother's.
APPENDIX C
LETTERS THAT WERE MAILED WITH QUESTIONNAIRES
Letter _I
Dear Mrs. _____________ __
In a co-ordinated effort between Eastern State Hospital and 
the Department of Psychology at The College of William and Mary we are 
conducting a study to find out about the type of problem your son has. 
We have, therefore, enclosed a questionnaire which we earnestly request 
you complete and return to us. It must be completed if we are to 
pursue this search for more information. The sooner we have this 
information the sooner we can complete the study; therefore, I do 
request that you answer the questionnaire and return it as soon as 
you conveniently can.
. Sincerely,
h i
John Mullaney, M.D.
Director of Training 
Eastern State Hospital 
Williamsburg, Va.
JM/cah
Enclosure
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■ Letter II
Dear Mrs.  _________
s A short time ago, I wrote to you about a study being conducted 
here and requested that you complete the questionnaire enclosed. I 
again.make this request; a new questionnaire is enclosed in the event 
you no longer have the first.
I realize that these questions may seem many and complicated. 
As the instructions state, however, just mark down your immediate 
response. Do not spend time discussing the answers with yourself, 
and the time needed will be short.
Please assist with this study; indeed, it would be best to 
complete and return it now, rather than to have the feeling that this 
is Tla task to be done when there is lots of time.11
Sincerely,
J s /
John Mullaney, M. D.
Director of Training & Research
JM/cah
Enclosure
7
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